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President/CEO Donna Bennett Named to Hall of Fame  
 

 

  

Awards & Recipients 

School Based Big Sister        

Teresa Christoff & Little 

Big Sister          

 Kris Townsend & Little 

Big Brother            

Paul Dice & Little  

High School Big Sister          

Gabby Rizzo & Little 

High School Big Brother      

Carlos Dolores & Little 

Best Friend          

 Sarah Gould-Moi 

Best Kept Secret           

Geoff Dean 

Best Supporting Business     

Atlantic City Electric/PHI Community Foundation 

Best Supporting School        

Wood School 

Best Supporting Parent         

Maria Gutierrez 

Legacy           

 Novick Family 

Community Connections     

 Salem Friends Meeting House, Cumberland County 
College-Phi Theta Kappa, Cumberland County Bar 
Association & Our Lady of Mercy Academy                         

Cheerleader 

Kim Nelson 

Life Saver 

Ploch Family/Run for Aaron 

Above & Beyound 

Tammy Wetzel 

All in the Family 

Falasca Family 

                     

 

May June 2014 

Excerpted from Donna’s acceptance speech 

I was very fortunate growing up. I had wonderful parents and a great childhood. 
They taught me: to respect myself and others, a good work ethic, and patience  

I think I was 8 ½ years old when I told my parents I didn’t want to have kids 
because I wanted to help kids that were already here……little did I know that’s 
what would really happen. I think my destiny has been to do just that. I feel like 
my heart is the happiest when I’m helping others bring joy and new experiences 
into the lives of young people.  

As a youth I lived by the 4-H Pledge. As an adult I live by the Rotary Test. And 
Golden Rule. 

On a personal note, I’m the oldest of 4 – with one brother and two sisters. 
Throughout our life experiences I’ve learned the value of respect, honesty, and 
trust. I love being the Big Sister and I guess that’s why Big Brothers Big Sisters 
is a good fit for me. 

In 1986, after graduating from college I returned to Cumberland County. In my 
spare time I began volunteering as a Big Sister and on August 4, 1988, I met my 
Little Sister Jennifer. She was 11 and I was 30. For 25 years we’ve been there for 
each other, through happy and sad times. I watched her grow up and become a 
loving parent. What I thought would be a one year experience as a volunteer for 
Big Brothers Big Sisters has become so much more. 

In 1992, I went from caring about one Little Sister to the hundreds of Little Sisters 
and Little Brothers in Cumberland County. It was a major career change and I 
haven’t looked back. A lot of people say I’m Big Brothers Big Sisters, but I don’t 
accept that because I am one of many that make Big Brothers Big Sisters what it 
is today. And the energy I have to give to Big Brothers Big Sisters is fed by the 
amazing dedication of so many others. Some are here tonight and you are the 
village for a lot of children in Cumberland County. 

Thank You. 

And to everyone here tonight, please consider becoming a Mentor to a 
child!!!! 

It will change their life and yours. 

 

 

http://www.southjerseybigs.org
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May 9
th
 is BIG Night! 

The 26
th
 Annual Big Night event is on Friday, May 9, 2014 from 6:00pm – 10pm at Greenview Inn at Eastlyn Golf Course in 

Vineland, NJ. 

The gala event starts with an hour of gourmet hors d’oeuvres each paired with a unique wine with our consultant for the 
event, Dr. Stephen Curry as he shares his knowledge of wines with the audience.  

This year’s Silent and Live auctions include a number of wine packages, Mike Trout memorabilia, Eagles tickets, a 
Disneyworld vacation, landscape packages, animal care basket, fabulous theater and concert tickets, dining opportunities, a 
variety of health and fitness packages. Guest can investigate the items available for auction while mingling with the other 
guests. Electronic bidding for the silent auction allows the guests to monitor the bidding on big screens throughout the venue. 

Visit link to view auction items:  https://events.helpusbuild.org/events/31     

Thanks to our Big Night sponsors:     

Gold Sponsors:  Falasca Mechanical and Toyota-Scion of Vineland 

Silver Sponsors: Paul Perino, Jr. MSFA, CFP®, CRPC®, APMA®, Financial Advisor Ameriprise Financial and 

      Capital Bank of New Jersey  

         

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Financial Seminar 2014 was a great opportunity to network 
and learn more about “How the Current Global Economy 
Affects the U. S.ò  

The speaker was George Tsetsekos Dean Emeritus, George 
Francis Professor of Finance, LeBow College of Business, Drexel 
University. At the end of the presentation, David Kotok joined 
George to respond to audience questions and comments. 

The presentation is available on our website at: 

http://www.southjerseybigs.org/financial-seminar-keynote-
speaker-discusses-global-perspectives/ 

Thanks to our Financial Seminar Sponsors:  

Gold Sponsor: Falasca Mechanical 

Silver Sponsor: Paul Perino, Jr., MSFA, CFP®, CRPC®, APMA® 
Financial Advisor Ameriprise Financial 
 

Financial Seminar 2014 BIG Success 

David R. Kotok and George Tsetsekos 
respond to audience questions at the 2014 

Financial Seminar. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 

2014 AllAmerican Car Raffle runs from to June thru October. 

 

One winner will get to choose one prize from ten different options 

For more information check our web site at: 

www.southjerseybigs.org/events/car-raffle/ 

https://events.helpusbuild.org/events/31
http://www.southjerseybigs.org/financial-seminar-keynote-speaker-discusses-global-perspectives/
http://www.southjerseybigs.org/financial-seminar-keynote-speaker-discusses-global-perspectives/
http://www.southjerseybigs.org/events/car-raffle/
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On Thursday, April 17
th
 Bigs, Littles 

and their families enjoyed the annual 
Big Brothers Big Sisters Easter 
Party.  Thanks to the Interact Club at 
Vineland High School and Rotaract 
from Cumberland County College for 
hosting the Party. Also, thanks to 
Our Lady of Mercy Academy for the 
generous donation of Easter Baskets 
for the attendees. 

Besides an Easter Egg hunt, party 
attendees enjoyed making sand art 
and other craft activities. The party 
attendees met with community 
organizations, and local banks, 
guessed how many jelly beans were 
in a jar, played games, and received 
a variety of giveaways. And of 
course the Easter Bunny added to 
the fun and excitement!  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Cumberland & Salem 

Counties, Board of Trustees 

Michael Testa Jr., Board Chair 

Shayne Bevilacqua, Vice Chair 

Debby Novick, Treasurer 

Michele Plumbo, Secretary 

Cosmo Giovinazzi, IV, Immediate Past 
Board Chair 

Peter Capizola  

William Chew 

Daniel Falasca Jr.  

Mark Fox 

Kathleen Norton-Gallaher 

Donald Griffin 

Michael Loyle  

Priscilla McCoy 

Paul Perino, Jr. 

Tammy Wetzel 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Cumberland & Salem 

Counties, Staff 

Donna Bennett 

President/CEO 

 
Solomon Wactor 

Director of Fund Development 

 
Valerie Farrow 

Director of Programs 

 
Gloria Thompson 

Director of Community-Based 

Mentoring 

 

Carol DôOrio 

Director of Adult School-Based 

Mentoring 

 

Danielle Clementson 

Director of High School 

Mentoring 

 

Cherell Eutzy-Watson 

Administrative Assistant 

 

Sarah Gould-Moi 

Volunteer Grant Writer 

 

Office Volunteers 

Paul Gramm 

Kristina Townsend 

Beverly Wetzel 

 

Littles Enjoy Annual Easter Party 

Aaron Ploch 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Fun in Cumberland County 

Are looking for summer camps activities for families and children in Cumberland 
County? The County posted a list of opportunities in the area. For more 
information visit: 

http://www.co.cumberland.nj.us 

   

 

http://www.co.cumberland.nj.us/
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Four members of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Cumberland & Salem 
Counties were recently honored as 
Hometown Heroes by the Grapevine 
Newspaper. 

DIANA PITMAN is a great friend to 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Cumberland & Salem Counties. She 
first became a Big Sister in 1998. 
Diana was instrumental in starting 
Big Brothers Big Sisters Adult School 
Based Mentoring Program at 
Veterans Memorial Middle School in 
Vineland.  

PAUL PERINO walked into the Big 
Brothers Big Sisters office in 1999 
and became a volunteer Big Brother. 
During Paul’s tenure he has 
mentored two Little Brothers and 

currently serves on the Board of 
Trustees of Big Brothers Big Sisters 

VALERIE GALLINA was honored for 
her volunteer work helping children 
and others. Using her dance and 
theater skills, Val helps with local 
recitals, camps and theatrical 
productions. Val has also been a Big 
Sister since 2006. 

BONNIE LAUBE was honored for 
her volunteering activities in 
Vineland especially with the Rotary 
and the Cumberland County Bar 
Association. Bonnie has been a Big 
Sister for Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Cumberland & Salem Counties. 

Congratulations to our 
Heroes! 

 
    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hometown Heroes 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Big Brothers 
Direstor of High 

School Mentoring 
Danielle Clementson 

Spotlight Match:  High School Big Gabby and 

 Little Sister Alexis 

 

 

Gabrielle (Gabby) Rizzo is a senior at Bridgeton Senior High 
School.  Gabby is a cheerleader who brings that bubbly 
cheerleader attitude to the High School Mentoring program on 
Monday afternoons.  She has a part time job, afterschool activities 
and still manages to commit herself to the High School Mentoring 
Program at West Ave. School.  

Gabby and her Little Sister, Alexis, are never at a loss for words.  
Alexis describes Gabby as the Greatest!  The two cherish their 
time together. Gabby is use to hearing about the crush Alexis has 
on the group “One Direction” and her stories and future plans for 
this pop group. Gabby and Alexis were matched November 18, 
2011 and over two years later they are a solid happy and 
interesting match. 

 

 

Little Sister Alexis with Big Sister Gabby 

 

  

Our Heroes, Diana Pitman, 
Valerie Gallina, Paul Perino, and 
Bonnie Laube 

BIG QUOTES 

Big Sister Kate stated about Little Sister Lisa: 
“It was Lisa’s birthday the other day and the anniversary of our match so we got pedicures and lunch.  I have enjoyed 
spending time with her over the past year.  I think she has become a little more confident, and I think she is enjoying 
experiencing things she may not otherwise had the opportunity to do. “ 
 
Big Sister Cherie stated about Little Brother Christian: 
“I just saw my favorite boy last week.  We had dinner at my house.  It was fun, he is the best” 
 
Big Brother Will Allen, Vice Principal at Salem Middle School:  
“I really can't say enough about my "littles", other than thank you for providing a great opportunity for me and so many 
other adults who enjoy investing purposeful time in today's youth.” 
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Solomon Wactor of Big Brothers Big Sisters accepts a check from Carly 
Cullinane, Aaron's Cousin.  Also in the photo (left to right ) Jack Mazzoni, 
Aaron's Nephew; Maria Mazzoni, Aaron's Niece; Diane Ploch, Aaron's Mother; 
and Danielle Clementson, Director of High School Based Mentoring. 

 

Big Thanks to Run for 
Aaron 

Support Big Brothers Big Sisters through "Away to Donate" 

Travel booking company, "Away to Donate" has partnered with our agency to assist us in raising funds for our programs. 
You can visit our customized travel booking web page at http://www.awaytodonate.com/donate/bbbscsc.html to book all 
of your travel arrangements. 

Once your travel booking is complete, you can direct a portion of your travel dollars to our agency. “Away to Donate” 
provides a fun and easy way to book travel arrangements while supporting our agency.   

 

The 8
th
 annual Run for Aaron was held in East Vineland 

at the Our Lady of Pompeii Church on Dante Avenue 
on April 5th 2014. This year’s run supported the Aaron 
Ploch Memorial Scholarship, which is awarded each 
year to deserving students from the Vineland area and 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Cumberland & Salem 
Counties. This year, the Run for Aaron donated $7,200 
to Big Brothers Big Sisters with a collective total of 
$29,100 since 2011.  

The event started with participants assembling at the 
Our Lady of Pompeii Church. Once all participants 
arrived, the 5k run and 1mile walk began. The weather 
was beautiful, and participations gladly ran and walked 
in Aaron's honor enjoying the spring weather. Once the 
run was completed, winners were announced and 
trophies distributed.  

Big Brothers Big Sisters thanks the Ploch family for 
their continued support. 

 

Big Brothers Big Sisters Month-Long Mother's Day Campaign 

 

This May, as the nation celebrates mothers, Big Brothers Big Sisters of America is introducing “All She Wants for Mother’s 
Day,” a fund drive highlighting the mothers of more than 30,000 children, mostly boys, who are on the organization’s 
“waiting to be matched” lists.  At Big Brothers Big Sisters of Cumberland & Salem Counties, there are 81 children 
waiting to be matched with a caring mentor. The moms of these children are a reminder that the demand for our 
program has never been greater and the resources needed for our one-to-one professionally supported mentoring services 
are limited. In 2013, we served 281 children in a one-to-one match. This year, our goal is to serve 300 children, which we 
feel is attainable with the right support. Join Big Brothers Big Sisters of Cumberland & Salem Counties in this historic 
campaign. To support this campaign, click on the logo below or visit: http://www.southjerseybigs.org/donating/donate-online/ 

 

 

http://www.awaytodonate.com/donate/bbbscsc.html
http://www.southjerseybigs.org/donating/donate-online/
http://www.southjerseybigs.org/donating/donate-online/
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Congratulations to our New Matches 

MARCH 

BIG     Little     DATE 

Christiana    Xavier     3/26/14 
DeAnna     Dontay     3/14/14 
Nakayla     Josiah     3/13/14 
Alexandra    Isabella     3/14/14 
Melanie     Shaylen     3/18/14 
Harvey     Juan     3/5/14 
Wendy     Alyssa     3/28/14 
Diana     Sadie     3/28/14 
Lisa     Soul     3/25/14 
 
 

APRIL 
Abner     Cooper     4/24/14 
Travis     Kelvin     4/30/14 
Heidi     Montasia     4/29/14 
Dorothy     Yarelis     4/9/14 
Grant     Jeremiah     4/24/14 

 

MAY AND JUNE ACTIVITIES 
Date 

 
                               Event 

5/2 
 

 Millville MultiCultural Festival - Free Levoy Theater 

5/3 
 

Cumberland County Yard Sale at the Cumberland County Fairgrounds 

5/4 
 

Cumberland County College Spring Concert Free 

5/9 
 

BIG Night and Auction at Greenview Inn at Eastlyn Golf Course 

5/10 
 

Maurice River Walking Trail Botany Walk Free Millville 856-825-2174 for info 

5/10 
 

Night Walk at Cape May Zoo 6:30 - 8:30 $5 - $10 Reservations Required 

5/10 
 

Childrens Festival at Smithville - Free 

5/16 - 5/18 
 

You're a Good Man Charlie Brown - $17 - $20 Levoy Theater 

5/17 
 

Fire on the Water Festival Gardners Basin Atlantic City – Free 

6/1 – 10/13 
 

All American Car Raffle  

6/7 
 

Delaware River Bay Day Festival in  Bivalve 

6/14- 6/15 
 

Indian Pow Wow at the Salem County Fairgrounds 

6/21 - 6/22 
 

Fantasy Faire at Wheaton Arts (Medieval Folk Life festival) 

 

May and June Match Anniversaries 

MAY 
 

Mary Ann    Dymone     3 years 
Michele     Alyssa     4 years  
Brenda     $ȭÁÎÎÁ     5 years 
Dale     David     3 years 
Kaneisha     Laria     2 years 
Laura      Carmelia     2 years 
 

JUNE 
Ashley     Miah     3 years 

 
 
    

 


